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| Oﬁice Memommdﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

PERSONAL _.PLND CONFIDEN
TO : The Attorney General DATE:

FROM : J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of ImestigatingB -k
SUBJECT: Reported Bombing and Shelling of the West Coast

There is attached a memorandunm relative to Lieutenant General DeWitt's
final report on the Japanese evacuation of the West Coast.

Certain statements were made in the report indicating that immediately
after the attack on Pearl Harbor there was a possible conrection between the
sinking of United States ships by Japanese submarines and alleged Japanese
esplonage activity on the West Coast. It was also indicated that there had
been shore-to-ship signaling, either by radio or lights. at this time,

As indicated in the attached memorandum, there is no informztion in the
possession of this Bureau as the result of investigations conducted relative to
submarine activities and espionage activity on the West Coast which would indicate
that the attacks made on ships or shores in the area immediately after Pearl Harbor
have been associated with any espionage activity ashore or that there has been
any 111icit shore-to-ship signaling, either by radio or lights,
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" In the Hashington Post under dateline of January 20 1944, en:
article appeared entitled "Japs Attack All Ships-Leaving COast“, wherein *1
Lieuntenant General DeVWitt was quoted on the disclosures made by him in a -
final’ report on the Japanese evacuation of the West Coast. This report
which 1s a 618-page bound volume, has been reviewed relative to any
Possible connection between Jepanese espionasge activity on the West
Coast and shore-to-ghip signaling, either by lights or radioc. The only
references relative to such statements are those included in Part I, in
which verious reasons are steted in an apparent attempt to justify the
Japanese evacuation plan. As will be noted, ell allegations are sub-;

stantlally the same as those sppearing in the Weshington Post news'
article nreviously mentioned. |

I. Evy tion--Its Mildit Ne t i
t I. Action Unde Enemy Pr i
(1) Pages 3 and 4 .o

/

Mphe Commanding General, during the closing weeks n¢.December,
requEs»ed the War Department to acquaint the Department of. Justice
with the need for vigorous action slong the Pacific Coest. He sought
- steps looking toward the enforcement of the contraband prohibitions

- contained .in the proclamations and toward the declaration of certain
. prohibited zones surrounding 'vital installetions' along the coasts -

The Commending General hed become convinced that the military securitj
of theﬂcoast required these measures. sas ] el
N

"His conclusion was in psrt based upon the interception of un-
authorized radio communications which had been identified as emznating
from certain areas along the coast.. Of further concern to him was the
___stantially every ship leaving a West Cbast port was attac?ad by en
enemy submarine. -This seemed conclusively to point to ths/bxistence
of hostile shore-to-ship ( submarine) commmmnication.!



. Chapter II, Need for Military Control and for Evacuation

fl

(2) Page 8 : 3 3 3% _ N

(3)

"In the Monterey area in California a Federal Bureau of Investi-

"gation spot raid made about February 12 1942, found ‘more than 60,000

rounds of ammunition and many rifles, shotgu.ns and maps of all klnds.

These raids had not succeeded in arrestang the continuance of illicit

signaling, Most dwelling places were in the mixed occupancy class and
could not be searched promptly upon receipt of reports, It became in-
creasingly apparent that adequate security measures could not be taken

unless the Federal Government placed 1tself in a p051tlon to deal Wlth
the whole problem. , .

; "The Pacific Coast had becqme expoged to attack by enemy successes -
in the Pacific, The sitvation in the Pacific theatre had gravely deteri-
orated, There were hundreds of reports nightly of signal lights visible
from the coast, and of intercepts of unidentified radio transmissions,
Signaling was often observed at premises which could not be entered
without a warrant because of mixed occupancy, The problem required
immediate_solution, It called for the application of measures not then
in being, " : ' '

¥ 3

"lIt is 1nterest1nc to note that follow1ng ‘the evacuatlnn,.lnter—————
ceptions of suspicious or unidentified radio signals and shore-to-ship

’smgnal lights were virtually eliminated and attacks on ouﬁbound ship~
. ping from west coast ports appreciably reduced,™

Ihge.lﬁ _ * 3 %

"Lis already stated, there were many evidendes of the. successful
communication of information to the enemy, information regarding posi-
tive knowledge on his part of our installations, The most striking

illustrations of this are found in three of the several 1n01dents of
enemy attacks on West Coast points,

"On February'23 1942, a hostile submarine shelled Goleta, near
Santa Barbara, California, in an attempt to destroy vital oil installa-
tions there, On the precedlng day the shore battery in position at
this point had been withdrawn to be replaced by another, On the suc-
ceeding day, when the shelling occurred, it was the only point along .
the coast where an enemy submarine could have successfully surfaced

~and fired on a vital installation without coming within the range of

coast defense guns, . e M



-(3) continqed

"In the vicinity of Brookings (Mt. Emily), Oregon, an enemy
submarine-based plane dropped incendiary bombs in an effort to start .
forest fires, At that time it was the only section of the Pacific

= Coaét which could have been approached by enemy aircraft without
interceptlon by aircraft warning dev1ces.-- - : ’
"Slmilarly3 a prec1se knowledge of the range of coast defense ,
guns at Astoria, Oregon, was in the possession of the enemy, A hostile
submarine =urfaced and shelled shore batteries there from the only
position at which a surfaced submarine could have apd;oached the

coast line close erough to shell a part of its coast defenses without .

being within range of the coastal. batteries." -

* 3%
NG
With reference to General Delitt's statement that after Pearl Harbor
Japanese activity on the West Coast was so effective that "substantially every
ship leaving a West Coast port was attacked by an enemy submarine", it should
be noted that no information is possessed relative to the number or percentage
of ships attacked immediately after Pearl Harbor, nor is there any information
to indicate that these attacks were associated with any espionage activity
ashore, However, it is pointed out that undoubtedly the Japanese Navy had _
made preparations for submarines to proceed to the West Coast immediately

after Pearl Harbor and, quite, naturally, if-such preparations were made these——
~attacks would follow——f_—m—————“——

As to General DeWitt's statement that "there were many evidences
of the successful'communication of information to the enemy, information re-
garding positive knowledge on his part of our installations®, it is generally
knovn that the Japanese had for years prior to the putbreak of the war col-.
lected information as to locations of military and’naval 1nstallat10ns, as
well as data relative to the coast lines of the United States, but it should .
not be assumed that any part of this inforpation came to the Japanese through
shore~to-ship signaling by lights or illicit radio operation, Every complaint
in this regard has been investigated, but in no case has any information been
obtained which would substantiate the allegation that there has been.llllclt
signallng from shore—to-shlp since the beglnnlng of the war,

Relatlve to the comment made-in this report to the effect that "It

is interesting to note that following the evacuation, interceptions of suspicious
or unidentified radio signals and shore-to-ship signal lights were virtually
eliminated and attacks on outbound shipping from west coast ports appreciably
reduced", it is noted that numercus reports concerning allegations pertaining
to flashlng_lig___i_radlo transmissions, et cetera, hdve been rbceived, How- :
ever, all such reports have been investigated with negative results, It might
also be said that there has been no material r%’;£t¢on in the number of
complaints received pertaining to submarine activities on the #est Coast as a
result of persons of Japanese ancestry having been removed from the coast,



~Relative to General DeWitt'!s statement of the three incidgnts of .

~enemy attacks on the West Coast, it 'is pointed out that General Deﬁitt is
referring to the same incidents of reported bombings and shellings of the
West Coast which were published in connection with the testimony of Mr, Lyle
F, Watts, Chief of the Forest Service,-and Mr, Earl W, Loveridge, Assistant

Chief of the Forest Service, given before the Appropriations Committee in
June of 1913, : y _ F - :

Prior Investigations of the Three Known Attacks kL

-There are set out hereinafter the results of the investigatidns which

were conducted immediately following the occurrence of each incident referred
. to by General DeWitt, . Ty

- 1. Shelling of the Coast Near Santa Barbara, Célifornia, February 23, 19,2

At approximately 7:10 p, m, on February 23, 1942, an attack was
made on the Santa Barbara area by an unidentified vessel off the coast of
California, Included in the area shelled was an oil refinery, The blackout
in this area went into effect about cne hour after the SE%%}éggﬂhééﬂggggxradm_,_
- and, .although there were reports of lights and flares in the vicinity, investi-
—gations-were made with negative results, Subsequent to the shelling Army
authorities had planes scouting for submarines all along the coast and in con=

rection with these searches the Army utilized numerous flares, There was no
evidence of shore-to-ship signaling and no evidence of a landing in the area,

2. Japanese Incendiary Bomb Dropped in Wooded Area Nine/Miles from Brookings,
Oregon, on September 9, 10L2 _ v :

At 6 a, m, on September 9, 19)2, an unidentified plane was observed
coming from the sea towards the vicinity of Brookings, Oregon, .Four minutes
later a Forest Service observer saw the plane. The Fourth Fighter Command of .
Portland thereafter received a report of this plane, which was identified as
having taken off from a submarine based off Cape Blanco, This plane, a single :
float type,~which was released from a Japanese submarine, dropped a 132-pound
bomb of incendiary character in 2 heavily wooded area southeast of kount Enily
about nine miles from Brookings, Oregon, The bomb fragments were located and
photographed, and Japanese markings were found thereon, Tt was thought-by the
Army that this bomb was dropped for the purpose of starting forest fires, There
were no indications or allegations of suspected landings, It is noted that an
Army plane dropped three bombs in an attempt to sink the submarine, As a
result of this bombing, an oil slick on the water wes observed where. the bombs
had been dropped and it was believed the submarine wassunk,

3. Shelling of Oregon Coast by Unidentified Ship on the Night of June 21, 19)2 -

- Between 11:30 and 11:45 p, m, on June 21, 19h2; the Oregon coast near
Fort Stevens was shelled by an eremy vessel, (Astoria, Oregon, is located near
the mouth of the Columbia River, the area in question,) According to Captain



: : - & :
Kroeger, Fort Stevens, an enemy vessel approximately 6,000 yards at sea and
moving north began shelling the beach in the vicinity of Fort Stevens, This
vessel fired nine shots in the space of fifteen minutes, three of which landed
on the Military Reservation property and one within-120 yards of a coastal
- battery, Captain Kroeger believed the craft to have been a submarine due to
the fact that its presence was detected by radio detectors located at Fort
Canby which followed the path of the vessel as.it cruised slowly southward,
After sailing for more than one-half hour, they lost track of it, There was
no return fire from Fort Stevens, Further investigation was negative,

_ REVIEW OF OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST GONTATNED TN GENERAL DEWITT'S REPORT

In noting the part played by the Department of Justice in the evacu-
ation, it is stated, "By arrangement with the Attorney General, the Department
of Justice, through the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United States
Attorneys, acted as the enforcing agency for all of the proclamations and ex-
clusion orders of the Commanding General promulgated under Executive Order
#9066. Although prosecutions in comnection with the Japanese evacuation were
few, the number of cases of violation of the Commanding General's curfew and .

- travel restrictions, appliczble to alien enemies, were many, Through the agency
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, state and local law enforcement agencies
cooperated and assisted in enforcement of the evacvation program, primarily by
reporting promptly amy and all cases of failure to comply with exclusion orders."

In describing the security measures taken in the various Japanese
. assepbly” centers, the report makes note/of the fact that subversive activities
and violations of Federal laws were investigated by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and prosecuted in the Federal courts, The report states, "In
conformance with the delimitation agreement between Federal investigative
agencies, the Federal Bureau of Investigation was ordinarily responsible for
investigations of these types in the Centers, Because the Centers had many
of the aspecits of military reservations, the usual practice was-for the interior
- security police to conduct preliminary investigations, report those that ap-
—peared to be Federal violations to the Federal Bureau of Investigation office
having jurisdiction, and thermtooperate with the Federal Bureau of Investigation
agents in such manner as desired in further. investigation or in the apprehension
of the violators, Several cases of conspiracy to violate Public Law #503

(involving liquor transactions and gambling) and theft of Government property
were completed in this manner,!" : . -

In noting the crime rate in assembly centers as compared to the pre-
evacuation crime rate among JapaneseyTeference is made in the report to the
Federal Bureau of. Investigation Uniform, Crime Reports, from which the figures
were teken. The report states that during the year 1941 a total of 570 persons
of Japanese ancestry were arrested for Part I and Part II offenses, The crime
records in assembly centers cover a pericd of six months, during which 53 Part I
and Part IT offenses were reported to the interior security police, The average
monthly evacuee population during these six months was 58,00}, . The total
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population of persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States in 1911

was 126,500, The annual crime rate per 1,000 Japanese for 1941 is 1,5,
while the same rate projected from the 51x months of record in the assembly
centers was 20,6, This increase of approximately L;50% was attributed to .
petty thefts, assaults, disorderly conduct, and other similar minor offenses

which "always occur when large populations are concentrated into small areas
under abnormal conditions."

The report also sets out for the record tha regulatiors imposed
by the Attorney General and military authorities over the conduct to be ob-
served by allen_enemles, such as curfew, travel; and contraband r regulationu.

To sumarize the entire report briefly: 4t is a complete and de-
tailed chronology of the Japanese evacuation, supplemented with supporting
correspondence, memoranda, Executive Orders and proclamation, including that.
which concerned the Department of Justice, upon which was based 211 action
taken by the military authorities.. Most of the report is concerned with the
Army's activity in removing the Japanese to tempordry assembly. centers, and
the administration cf the assembly centers, However, it a2lso deals with all
phases of the evacuation and the mechanics used in accomplishing it, begimning
with the need for the evacuation and the legal basis therefor, and tracing the
mcvemean of the Japanese from the time they were removed f“om their homes,

~ sent to Army control stations, assemblj centers, and.flnally moved into War
" Relocation Center



