THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

JUK 2 1944

. My dser Mr, Presideat:

. 1. again call your attention to the urgent necessity of arriviang at a
- determination with respect to ravocation of the orders.excluding Japaness.
Anericans fron the West Coaste It is xmy understanding that Secretary Stimson
believes that there is no longer any military necesslity for excluding these
persons from the State of Oalifornis and portions of the States of Washington,
Oregon and Arisgonas, Accordingly, there 1: no bagis in law or in nquity for
the perpetuation of the ban, N

—

The ru:ona for revoking the exclusion ordsrs mey bs briefly etated u-
follows:

1, I have been informally advised Yy officials of the War Department who
are in charge of this problem that there ig no substantial justification for
continuation 0f the ban from the utmdpoint of military security,

2. The- continnod mluion of A.ur:lm cutwm

I expect th.a.ta.c-an squarnlyrahi.ngthi- 1lmwillrunhth.8nprnocaurt
at its next terz. I understand that the Department of Justice agrees that
there iz little doubt as to the decision wh.i.ch th.o Supreae ccrurt will reach in
a case squarely presenting the issus,

; 3s The continuation of the exclusion orders in the ¥West Gout- sreas. is .
. adversely affecting cur efforts to relocate Jopuness Agericans. elsewhere - in

' the comntry. State and local officials. are saying, with some justification,. |
_that if these people are too. dangerouns for the West Ooast, they do mot want
them to regettle in their localities.

4, The psychology of the Japanese Americans in ths relocation centers
becomes progressively worse, The difficulty which will confront these people
in readjusting to ordinary life becomes greater as they spend more time in the
centerse

S5¢ The children in the centsrs are exposed asoclely to the influsnce of |

persons of Japanese. a.ncostry'. They are becoming a hopelessly maladjusted gen-
sration, apprahencive of the outside world and divorced from the possibility

of associzting—or even seeing to any consideradle extent--Amsricans of other
racese

6, The retention of Japanese Americans in the relocation centers impairs
the efforts which are belng made to secure better trsatment for American é;yf4[2%
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prisoners-of—rar and civilians who are held by the Japansse., In many localities
-American nationale were not interned by the Japaness government until after the
¥est Coast evacuation; and the Japanese gnnmant hag recently responded to

the State Department complaints concerning treatment of American nationals by
citing, among other things, the circumstances of the evacuation and detention of
'~ the Yut Coast Japansse Amaricans,

I will not commeat at this time on the justification or lack thereof for
‘the original evacuation order, Eut I do say that the continued retention of

these innocent peoplo in the relocation centers would be & blot upon the history
of thia mntry.

I hope that you will e exclusion orders should be revsked.
Thig, of course, would not epply to the Japanasge Americang in Tule Iake, In any
event, I urge that you make a decisgion one way or another so that we Can BRITAaNgS
our p:rcgrm agecordingly,

8incerely yours, .

Secretary of ths Intariar,

The President,

- The Yhite Hsuse.,



