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The .Secreieary of War I 3
Washing'tén, D. C. ' ' .

My . dear Nr. Secretary

In .f‘ur'bher co*mec‘c.lon W:Lth my letter to yt}u of February 9, w:_th

= respect to the evacuation of Japanese from the 'i"est Coast, there seens to
be a msanderstand:.ng with respect to the resnons:.bllltles of the Arm;r anﬂ - ‘-..\:
the Department of Jus'b:.ce in connection therewith..
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52 T As I sald in my 1etter of February 9, t’ne proc;anatlons 1ssued : :
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by the Premdent dlrect_ng the Depar'tment of Just:.ce 'l:.o apprehend and 1
.evacaate-allen ‘enemies do not include American citizens of the Japanese =

race; t.here:[‘oh'e the Department of Justice has no pover or authori‘hy to

evacuate American-Japanese.

The question as to whether or not Jeipanese should be ew;r:acuated i '\R~
whether citizens or not, necessarz_ly :mvolves a 3ud@nent based on m:l_']_ita.r'y _:l'-" it

con51derat10ns. Th:l.s, of course, is 't.he respons:.bility of the Army I-'_"‘-'."'
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-Japanese ongin could not, in my 0p:|_n1c>n, be s:_ngled out oi‘ an aréa a.nd‘
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by evacuating all persons in the area and then licehsing back those whom
the _I:ilitary authorities thought were not objectionable from a military °
point of view. These suggestions are made to you for yﬁur careful consid-
eration in view of your pﬁor recommendations and o_f the probable nécassity’
of your taking further rigorous action. | -

Let me édd again that the ﬁepartment of Jusi';ice, and particularly -
the Fedéral Bureau of TInvestigation, is not staffed to undertake any _evacu-
a'bioﬁ on a large scale -~ larger, in fact, ‘bhah has already -'t:"een__undertaken.

e —Obvi;u sla'—the-flz—mn— is the -onas'—ef'gAniﬂa-tioﬁéwh&chi- can-arrange —the—ev&eu-a%ions—.—

These problems are so serious tha.t I urge that you give 't.he.m irm.e—-
diate and careful cons1dera‘b10n. :

You may, of course, " count on the Department of Justice, under my
direction, for advice and cooperation to the limit of our capalcity.

= : T Sincerely yours,
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